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This Quarterly Mixed Migration Update (QMMU) covers the Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) region. 
The core countries of focus for this region are the countries currently affected by the Venezuelan crisis, 
including Colombia, Brazil, Peru and Ecuador, in addition to the Caribbean islands. Concerning northern 
movements to the United Sates, this QMMU covers Mexico and Central American countries. Depending on 
the quarterly trends and migration-related updates, more attention may be given to some of the countries 
over the rest. 

The QMMUs offer a quarterly update on new trends and dynamics related to mixed migration and relevant 
policy developments in the region. These updates are based on a compilation of a wide range of secondary 
(data) sources, brought together within a regional framework and applying a mixed migration analytical 
lens. Similar QMMUs are available for all MMC regions.

The Mixed Migration Centre is a global network consisting of seven regional hubs and a central unit in 
Geneva engaged in data collection, research, analysis and policy development on mixed migration. For 
more information on the MMC, the QMMUs from other regions and contact details of regional MMC teams, 
visit  mixedmigration.org and follow us at @Mixed_Migration

MMC’s understanding of mixed migration 
“Mixed migration” refers to cross-border movements of people, including refugees fleeing persecution 
and conflict, victims of trafficking, and people seeking better lives and opportunities. Motivated to 
move by a multiplicity of factors, people in mixed flows have a range of legal statuses as well as 
a variety of vulnerabilities. Although entitled to protection under international human rights law, 
they are exposed to multiple rights violations along their journey. Those in mixed migration flows 
travel along similar routes, using similar means of travel - often travelling irregularly, and wholly, or 
partially, assisted by migrant smugglers.
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Key Updates

• Returns of refugees and migrants to Venezuela in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. As of May 
2020, more than 5 million Venezuelan refugees and migrants had left their country of origin; however, 
the COVID-19 pandemic has caused small return flows of Venezuelans from across the Andean region 
toward Venezuela since March, reaching approximately 75,000 to date. Serious concerns about 
stigmatization of returnees and lack of food and healthcare in Venezuela persist.

• Restrictive stay-at-home orders in the North of Central America (NCA), including El Salvador, 
Honduras and Guatemala, limit mobility, while deportations continue. Border closures across 
Central America, along with restrictive quarantine measures, have limited mobility within and between 
countries. Despite these border closures, deportations and forced returns from the United States and 
Mexico to NCA countries continued, including of COVID-positive individuals.

• More than 40,000 summary expulsions of refugees and migrants from the U.S. to Mexico under public 
health order. A public health order issued on March 21 by the U.S. government in light of COVID-19 
permits the summary expulsion of people on the move from the U.S. to northern Mexico, with virtually no 
screening for international protection needs; since then, more than 40,000 incidents of expulsion have 
taken place. Meanwhile, refugees and migrants subject to the ‘Remain in Mexico’ policy face extended 
wait times for resumptions of immigration court hearings in the U.S. 

• Thousands of African, Haitian and Cuban people on the move stuck in Panama during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Border closures across Central America due to COVID-19 have paused movements on 
migration routes from the Caribbean and from other continents; at least 1,900 refugees and migrants 
from African and Caribbean countries remain in reception centers in the Darién province, Panama, and 
hundreds of refugees and migrants in southern Honduras attempted onward travel towards North 
America in late June.
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https://www.internal-displacement.org/expert-opinion/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-the-venezuelan-displacement-crisis
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/april/colombia-venezuela-press-release/
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/en-espanol/noticias/story/2020-06-11/ap-fotos-migrantes-venezolanos-hacen-largo-viaje-de-regreso
https://elpais.com/internacional/2020-06-08/maduro-restringe-el-retorno-de-los-migrantes-venezolanos-y-cambia-su-discurso-de-brazos-abiertos.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/es/post-opinion/2020/04/22/el-gobierno-de-maduro-debe-dejar-de-estigmatizar-quienes-retornan-por-covid-19/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2020-05-06%20External%20and%20Internal%20Access%20Restrictions.pdf
https://www.lawg.org/wp-content/uploads/COVID-19-in-Latin-America-memo-LAWG-April-30.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/04/us-suspend-deportations-during-pandemic
https://theintercept.com/2020/05/11/coronavirus-migrants-mexico/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/18/opinion/trump-immigration-covid19-deportations.html
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2020-04-09/trump-cites-coronavirus-expel-migrants-at-border
https://www.propublica.org/article/leaked-border-patrol-memo-tells-agents-to-send-migrants-back-immediately-ignoring-asylum-law
https://www.propublica.org/article/leaked-border-patrol-memo-tells-agents-to-send-migrants-back-immediately-ignoring-asylum-law
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/us-ramps-up-mass-expulsions-migrants-border-crossings-rise-coronavirus-restrictions/
https://www.borderreport.com/hot-topics/immigration/suspension-of-mpp-hearings-is-extended-due-to-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://www.borderreport.com/hot-topics/immigration/suspension-of-mpp-hearings-is-extended-due-to-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://www.laestrella.com.pa/nacional/200527/corteidh-panama-debe-adoptar-medidas-garantizar-salud-migrantes-tiempos-pandemia
https://www.infobae.com/america/agencias/2020/06/02/inmigrantes-africanos-y-haitianos-marchan-en-caravana-por-honduras-hacia-eeuu-2/
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Regional Overview*

The Caribbean

U.S.-Mexican border: 
more than 42,000 

expulsions since the 
end of March

At least 2,000 African 
and Caribbean 
refugees and 

migrants stuck in 
Panama, Costa Rica 
and Honduras amid 

border closures

Trinidad and Tobago 
extends residence permits 

for Venezuelans until 
year’s end

More than 
75,000 returnees 

to Venezuela 
since start 

of COVID-19 
pandemic

*Information on the map relates to selected updates and does not represent all mixed migration 
flows within and out of Latin America and the Caribbean.
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Mixed Migration Regional Updates
Venezuelan mixed migration flows

More than 5 million refugees and migrants had left Venezuela as of May 2020. The COVID-19 pandemic 
and its consequences have largely stifled mixed migration flows out of Venezuela. At the same time, one of 
the most notable regional migration trends during this pandemic has been the return flows of approximately 
75,000 Venezuelans from across South America since March. 

However, serious concerns about stigmatization of returnees and lack of food and healthcare in Venezuela 
give many migrants and rights organizations pause. In particular, the Venezuelan healthcare system, 
in particular, already in crisis prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, is now under more extreme stress as 
medications and medical equipment become even more difficult to find. COVID-19 cases in Venezuela 
are likely underreported. Both state security forces and criminal groups contribute to enforcing lockdown 
measures in the country and an increase in extrajudicial executions by authorities has been reported since 
the start of the pandemic. This indicates that the drivers of migration from Venezuela have not disappeared 
and the situation may be worsening while the pandemic is ongoing, though mobility restrictions and 
economic decline across the region are undoubtedly discouraging Venezuelans from leaving the country 
at this time. 

The pandemic has strongly impacted Venezuelan refugees and migrants across South America, limiting 
mobility and impacting their ability to work. One survey indicated that 78 percent of interviewed 
Venezuelans in Colombia had lost work since the pandemic. This has placed refugees and migrants at risk 
of eviction and homelessness; 4Mi data showed that, as of April, 13 percent of Venezuelans interviewed 
for the survey planned to return to Venezuela as a consequence of the pandemic. For many Venezuelans, 
however, neither remaining in their country of emigration nor returning to Venezuela is an ideal option.

The Coordination Platform for Refugees and Migrants from Venezuela (R4V) has alerted that “unprecedented 
travel and mobility restrictions intended to prevent the spread of COVID-19 have multifaceted impacts 
which, in combination, foster an environment where [Venezuelan] refugees and migrants, particularly those 
in irregular situations,” are in a situation of increased vulnerability to trafficking, abuse, and exploitation, for 
example along the closed Colombia-Venezuela border.

https://www.internal-displacement.org/expert-opinion/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-the-venezuelan-displacement-crisis
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/april/colombia-venezuela-press-release/
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/en-espanol/noticias/story/2020-06-11/ap-fotos-migrantes-venezolanos-hacen-largo-viaje-de-regreso
https://elpais.com/internacional/2020-06-08/maduro-restringe-el-retorno-de-los-migrantes-venezolanos-y-cambia-su-discurso-de-brazos-abiertos.html
https://cronica.uno/algunos-migrantes-venezolanos-han-pensado-en-volver-pero-no-tienen-garantias-de-proteccion-social/
https://elpais.com/internacional/2020-05-26/el-coronavirus-desata-una-tormenta-perfecta-en-venezuela.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/venezuela-hospitals-face-crisis-meds-run-low
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/26/venezuela-urgent-aid-needed-combat-covid-19
https://acfiman.org/2020/05/08/estado-actual-de-la-epidemia-de-la-covid-19-en-venezuela-y-sus-posibles-trayectorias-bajo-varios-escenarios/
https://nacla.org/news/2020/04/14/covid-19-crises-venezuela
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/11/world/americas/coronavirus-murder-latin-america-crime.html
https://www.internal-displacement.org/expert-opinion/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-the-venezuelan-displacement-crisis
https://r4v.info/es/documents/download/76031
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/77042.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/099_covid_snapshot_LAC.pdf
https://www.pri.org/stories/2020-06-17/options-dwindle-venezuelan-migrants-across-latin-america-during-pandemic
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/impact-covid-19-refugees-and-migrants-venezuela-vulnerable-human-trafficking-and
https://theconversation.com/venezuelan-migrants-face-crime-conflict-and-coronavirus-at-colombias-closed-border-137743
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Movements towards South America

The coronavirus pandemic has brought increased visibility to the situation of Venezuelans on the move 
across South America, as in countries like Argentina and Chile refugees and migrants often do not receive 
aid and in some cases have sought to return to Venezuela. 

The Refugee and Migrant Response Plan for Refugees and Migrants from Venezuela, the coordination plan 
for the Regional Inter-Agency Coordination Platform for Venezuelan refugees and migrants, was updated 
in May 2020, in light of changing circumstances due to COVID-19. 

Colombia
Thousands of Venezuelans have sought to return from Colombia, as the country’s early and strict lockdown 
measures led to evictions and hunger for those who lived on daily earnings in the informal sector and/or lost 
jobs. This movement is further discussed in this issue’s Thematic Focus. Additionally, Venezuelan women 
in Colombia are differentially affected by quarantine measures and the economic impacts of the pandemic, 
which may expose them to higher risk of gender-based violence in the home and along irregular migration 
routes.

The closure of the border between Colombia and Venezuela has created a situation in which only 
some Venezuelans returning to Venezuela are able to pass through official crossings, creating market 
opportunities for the armed groups, criminal gangs, smugglers, and other actors who control the border’s 
numerous informal border crossings, known as trochas. 

Border closures also reportedly led to an increase in violence, both at Colombia’s northern border with 
Venezuela, among the armed groups that operate in the area, and at its southern border with Ecuador 
where, in May, Colombian authorities deployed tear gas on the Rumichaca international bridge to prevent 
Venezuelan refugees and migrants from entering the country on their way back to Venezuela. 

Ecuador 
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, some 380,000 Venezuelans were living in Ecuador. The World Bank 
estimates that about 54 percent of them have an irregular immigration status. 

According to the Ecuadoran Red Cross, “from 40 to 700 Venezuelan migrants are leaving every day”, most 
through irregular border crossings as Colombia’s borders remain closed. As most Venezuelans have lived 
less than a year in Ecuador, “they have weak ties within the country and find themselves without any 
support network.” 

For Venezuelans remaining in Ecuador, access to basic needs and services including food, shelter, and 
sanitation has declined during the pandemic. Evictions have seriously impacted Venezuelans in Ecuador, 
as in other countries; 43 percent of respondents in one survey indicated that shelter was their principal 
concern. Likewise, 70 percent of Venezuelan respondents to one survey indicated having skipped a meal 
since the beginning of the pandemic. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the deadline to request or renew the Visa for Humanitarian Reasons has 
been extended; however, concerns about ability to pay and changes in renewal guidelines persist.

https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2020/5/5ed0c3c84/southern-hemisphere-winter-intensifies-hardship-displaced-venezuelans.html
https://www.infobae.com/politica/2020/05/12/la-onu-alerto-que-en-argentina-muchos-refugiados-no-reciben-ayuda-por-la-pandemia-y-estan-en-riesgo/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-chile-migrants/in-twist-of-fate-venezuelans-in-chile-seek-to-return-home-idUSKBN22Q3L0
https://www.elcomercio.com/actualidad/chile-migrantes-venezolanos-varados-coronavirus.html
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/76211_0.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/28/846945447/thousands-of-migrants-head-back-to-venezuela-to-flee-colombias-covid-19-lockdown
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2020/06/19/Colombia-Venezuela-coronavirus-women-migration-abuse
https://theconversation.com/venezuelan-migrants-face-crime-conflict-and-coronavirus-at-colombias-closed-border-137743
https://theconversation.com/venezuelan-migrants-face-crime-conflict-and-coronavirus-at-colombias-closed-border-137743
https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/otras-ciudades/venezolanos-vuelven-a-cruzar-frontera-por-trochas-345258
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/feature/2020/05/05/war-Venezuela-Colombia-border
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/feature/2020/05/05/war-Venezuela-Colombia-border
http://eltiempolatino.com/news/2020/may/01/migrantes-venezolanos-fueron-dispersaron-con-lacri/
https://www.eluniverso.com/noticias/2020/06/23/nota/7881705/ecuador-ha-recibido-400-mil-venezolanos-segun-banco-mundial
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/feature/2020/05/18/coronavirus-ecuador-venezuelans
https://r4v.info/es/documents/download/77356
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/77042.pdf
https://www.eldiario.es/desalambre/BM-migracion-venezolana-Ecuador-PIB_0_1041846990.html
https://elpitazo.net/migracion/venezolanos-en-ecuador-rechazan-condiciones-de-lenin-moreno-para-renovar-visas/


Quarterly Mixed Migration Update Q2 2020: Latin America and the Caribbean      

MMC Latin America and the Caribbean

7

Peru
As of April, some 865,000 Venezuelan refugees and migrants were living in Peru. Some of them, however, 
have begun the long and dangerous trip back to Venezuela, by bus, bicycle, or on foot, as Peru, where 
millions of people live without access to potable water or sanitation and about 70 percent of the economy 
is informal, has been badly affected by COVID-19. 

For Venezuelans remaining in Peru, access to basic needs and services is an immediate concern. 
Additionally, access to sexual and reproductive healthcare and to birth registry for children born to 
Venezuelan parents during the pandemic have been highlighted as key issues. UNHCR estimates that 
about 270,000 Venezuelans in Peru—one-third of the population—is being “extremely affected” by the 
COVID-19 pandemic “without food, medicine, or shelter.” Amnesty International has called on the Peruvian 
government to regularize all Venezuelans in the country in order to improve their access to basic rights. 
At the same time, the role of Venezuelans as essential workers in Peru—including in the recovery and 
transport of the bodies of people who have died due to COVID-19—has been widely reported.

Brazil
In Brazil, and principally in Roraima state, which borders Venezuela and houses many refugees and 
migrants from that country, responding to the economic and logistical demands of the pandemic has been 
a challenge. Brazil closed its border with Venezuela early over explicit concerns about coronavirus spread. 

As in many of the countries in the region, though Brazil formally guarantees the right to health care to all 
people, there are questions about how this may work in practice; for example, Roraima has just four ICU 
beds per 100,000 inhabitants. Improving shelter conditions and expanding medical facilities are important 
priorities in this context. Ensuring adequate healthcare access for Venezuela’s indigenous Warao people 
has also been a challenge in Brazil, as lack of access to information in indigenous languages and their 
structural exclusion from access to healthcare make this group especially vulnerable, including to COVID-19.

Movements towards Caribbean countries

Widespread border closures among Caribbean countries constitute a barrier to Venezuelan migration 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. In June, Trinidad and Tobago extended immigration status for Venezuelans, 
permitting about 16,000 refugees and migrants to remain in the country until December; the country’s 
borders remain closed as of June. In Aruba, the implementation of the visa requirement for Venezuelans 
scheduled to start on 1 April was postponed until further notice; the country began slowly reopening its 
borders on June 15.

https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/virus-swamps-peru-venezuelan-migrants-collect-dead-70802703
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-52648228
https://www.revista5w.com/why/volver-venezuela-bicicleta
https://www.murcia.com/internacional/noticias/2020/05/11-peru-migrantes-venezolanos-y-trabajadores-irregulares-mas-afectados-por-la-pandemia.asp
https://r4v.info/es/documents/download/77408
https://www.dw.com/es/per%C3%BA-crisis-por-coronavirus-y-peligro-para-refugiados-venezolanos/a-53918863
https://gestion.pe/peru/ai-peru-no-ha-querido-o-no-ha-podido-proteger-adecuadamente-los-derechos-de-migrantes-venezolanos-noticia/
https://efectococuyo.com/coronavirus/nos-llaman-caza-covid-migrantes-venezolanos-en-peru-recogen-cuerpos-para-el-crematorio/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/covid-19-brazil-venezuela-borders-good-bad-and-ugly/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/covid-19-brazil-venezuela-borders-good-bad-and-ugly/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/covid-19-brazil-venezuela-borders-good-bad-and-ugly/
http://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/UNHCR%20Brazil%20COVID-19%20Update%20-%20March-April%202020.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/stories/2020/5/5ec2f2b94/coronavirus-threatens-indigenous-venezuelans-seeking-safety-brazil.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/haiti/article241249651.html
https://www.stabroeknews.com/2020/06/13/news/regional/trinidad/trinidad-amnesty-for-venezuelan-migrants-extended/
https://trinidadexpress.com/news/local/borders-to-remain-closed/article_fafcbf3e-af69-11ea-a1e1-7bf000723f8d.html
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/R4V%20Situation%20Report%20Aruba%20and%20Curacao%20March%202020.pdf
https://edition.cnn.com/travel/article/global-destinations-reopening-to-tourists/index.html
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Mixed migration flows in Central and North America

Movement toward Mexico and the United States has been largely stymied during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
due to restrictive border closures and lockdowns in Central America. In the U.S., measures to expel arriving 
refugees and migrants without due process have also limited movement. On June 30, a new caravan of 
about 70 migrants and refugees departed from San Pedro Sula, Honduras, with the aim of reaching the 
U.S., allegedly including recent deportees from the U.S. who decided to leave Honduras once again. The 
group was however dispersed on July 2 by the Honduran authorities, before being able to reach the border 
with Guatemala. 

Mixed migration flows in Mexico

The closure of businesses across Mexico during the COVID-19 pandemic has put many refugees and 
migrants out of work and as a consequence unable to afford rent or food. This situation has also increased 
flows of Mexicans leaving impoverished areas of the country: at least one town in Guerrero state reports 
at 3,000 percent increase in emigration northward since the beginning of the pandemic. There is concern 
that the government has not supported shelters for refugees and migrants to effectively protect the health 
of those living and working inside them. COVID-19 outbreaks in shelters in Monterrey, Ciudad Juárez, and 
Nuevo Laredo have occurred, in some cases traceable to people deported from the U.S.. While migrant 
shelters have been less full during the pandemic, they have nonetheless struggled to feed residents and 
denounced a lack of government support.

A lack of federal resources or comprehensive and uniform screening protocols, particularly along Mexico´s 
northern border, have hindered government efforts to control the spread of COVID-19 among people on 
the move. By the end of June, at least 200 migrants and asylum-seekers subject to the ‘Remain in Mexico’ 
policy were confirmed to have COVID-19. 

Further, discrimination remains a problem: though Mexico’s law, and a recent court order, require the health 
care system to provide services to refugees and migrants, concerns about discrimination in an overwhelmed 
health care system and among the public persist, even though relatively few people on the move have been 
counted in official infection and death statistics as of June.

More than 3,600 individuals were deported to Central America from Mexican immigration detention centers 
in April, despite an injunction requiring Mexican migration authorities to release detained migrants and 
grant them temporary immigration status.

The indefinite suspension of processing times for asylum applications by Mexico’s refugee agency, COMAR 
(Comisión Mexicana de Ayuda a Refugiados), in light of the pandemic leaves thousands of asylum-seekers 
uncertain as to when they will receive a decision, despite record numbers of requests in recent years 
and over 19,000 asylum applications filed through May 2020. While COMAR is still working through the 
pandemic, it does so at a slower pace and its processing times are now unclear. 

Following the suspension of immigration court hearings in the U.S. for individuals affected by the ‘Remain 
in Mexico’ policy until at least mid-July, refugees and migrants whose court hearings were rescheduled find 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/apr/02/us-immigration-central-america-coronavirus-impact
https://www.latribuna.hn/2020/06/30/nueva-caravana-de-migrantes-sale-de-san-pedro-sula-2/
http://diario1.com/mundo/policia-disuelve-caravana-que-planeaba-viajar-a-eeuu/
https://www.jornada.com.mx/ultimas/politica/2020/05/12/afecta-covid-19-subsistencia-de-migrantes-en-fronteras-del-pais-1976.html
https://www.milenio.com/estados/covid-19-hambre-indigenas-abandona-sierra-guerrero
https://www.milenio.com/politica/ong-precarizacion-migrantes-agudizo-mexico-covid-19
https://www.proceso.com.mx/634118/coronavirus-en-mexico-reportan-30-contagios-de-covid-19-en-casa-de-migrantes-e-indigentes-en-nl
https://netnoticias.mx/juarez/detectan-brote-de-covid-19-en-alberge-leona-vicario/
https://politica.expansion.mx/estados/2020/04/20/tamaulipas-reporta-brote-de-covid-19-en-albergue-para-migrantes
https://www.lamarea.com/2020/05/26/los-llevan-o-los-quemamos-el-dramatico-retorno-de-los-migrantes-a-sus-comunidades/
https://www.contralinea.com.mx/archivo-revista/2020/06/14/albergues-para-migrantes-en-el-olvido-y-la-desproteccion-en-la-pandemia/
https://www.wola.org/2020/05/usa-mexico-ongoing-deportations-expulsions-covid-19/
https://www.elsoldemexico.com.mx/mexico/sociedad/dan-positivo-200-migrantes-al-coronavirus-contagios-frontera-mexico-estados-unidos-5440064.html
https://mobile.reuters.com/article/amp/idUSKBN21Z3FD
http://www.ipsnoticias.net/2020/05/coronavirus-pone-jaque-migrantes-mexico/
https://politica.expansion.mx/mexico/2020/06/03/salud-reporta-que-46-migrantes-han-contraido-covid-19-en-mexico
https://politica.expansion.mx/mexico/2020/04/26/segob-instruye-la-salida-de-extranjeros-de-estaciones-migratorias-por-covid-19
https://www.radioformula.com.mx/audio-y-video/audio/20200427/estancias-de-migracion-han-quedado-vacias-pese-a-coronavirus-abogada-derechos-humanos/
https://www.gob.mx/comar/articulos/comunicado-no-61-2020?idiom=es
http://www.onu.org.mx/mexico-esta-llamado-cada-vez-mas-a-jugar-el-papel-de-pais-de-recepcion-de-personas-refugiadas/
https://www.gob.mx/comar/articulos/estadistica-mayo-2020?idiom=es
https://www.borderreport.com/hot-topics/immigration/suspension-of-mpp-hearings-is-extended-due-to-coronavirus-pandemic/
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themselves having to wait until the end of the year or into 2021 before getting a chance to be heard, dramatically 
extending the time that they must wait in Mexico. Some have desisted from their U.S. protection claims. 
Meanwhile, their temporary status in Mexico must be renewed, despite broad suspensions of administrative 
deadlines by INM; unclear immigration paperwork may leave these migrants and asylum-seekers vulnerable 
to detention and deportation from Mexico to their country of origin while waiting to be heard in the U.S.. 

People on the move stranded in cities like Matamoros, in tent encampments, are extremely vulnerable to virus 
outbreaks. The tent camp in Matamoros reported its first confirmed COVID case on June 30. Additionally, 
a complaint filed by Human Rights Watch in June reinforces that individuals subject to ‘Remain in Mexico’ 
are systematically targeted by organized crime in Tamaulipas State for kidnapping, extortion, and assault.

Return flows to Mexico and Central America

On March 21, the United States issued an order, citing public health laws in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
that permits the immediate expulsion to Mexican territory of people on the move who have crossed into the 
U.S. undocumented, with virtually no screening for international protection needs. To date, at least 42,000 
incidents of expulsion have occurred under this order, which has been extended indefinitely. This order permits 
the expulsion even of unaccompanied children—over 900 to date—in apparent violation of federal law. 

Once expelled by the U.S. to Mexico, news reports indicate that refugees and migrants from Central America 
are then bussed by Mexican authorities to Mexico’s southern border and at least in some cases abandoned 
with instructions to cross into Guatemala through puntos ciegos (unofficial border crossings). Likewise, in 
April, after Mexican immigration detention centers were ordered to free refugees and migrants vulnerable 
to COVID-19—but Central American border closures prevented deportations—Mexico reportedly also 
bussed some of them to its southern border with instructions to cross through unofficial border crossings.  

Since the declaration of the pandemic, deportations from the U.S. to Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, and 
El Salvador continue apace, despite the Central American countries’ border closures and calls to suspend 
deportations and even as the U.S. recorded over 2,500 COVID-19 cases in ICE detention centers by the end 
of June. The U.S. has deported COVID-positive individuals to Mexico (linked to at least one outbreak in a 
migrant shelter), Guatemala, El Salvador, and Haiti. Nearly 9,000 migrants have been deported to Honduras 
since March. The use of “disinfection tunnels” for deportations to Reynosa, Mexico, drew uncomfortable 
parallels to the U.S. treatment of braceros during the 1950s and 1960s.

Both deportations and voluntary returns of refugees and migrants from the U.S. to Mexico and Central 
America have been linked to COVID-19 outbreaks, raising concerns in communities of origin. More than 20 
individuals infected with COVID-19 have been deported by the U.S. to Guatemala to date, including at least 
four children. This practice poses serious risks for the country’s fragile health system: as of June, about 20 
percent of coronavirus cases in Guatemala had been linked to deportees from the U.S. 

Remittances to Mexico fell 2 percent in April, whereas remittances to Guatemala and El Salvador have 
fallen 20 percent and 40 percent, respectively, according to BBVA Bancomer, a Mexican bank; this will 
have an impact on the families of refugees and migrants in the country of origin, who often rely heavily on 
remittances to cover their needs. 

https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-52917680
https://diario.mx/juarez/mantienen-suspension-de-audiencias-para-asilo-en-eu-20200503-1658920.html
https://elfaro.net/en/202005/internacionales/24475/Matamoros-a-Migrant-Dumping-Ground-in-the-Midst-of-the-Pandemic.htm?utm_source=DB+El+Faro+_English&utm_campaign=8c2dbe0441-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_22_01_08_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3ec91
https://www.latimes.com/espanol/politica/articulo/2020-04-06/los-asistentes-sociales-buscan-evitar-un-brote-de-coronavirus-en-el-campamento-de-migrantes-en-matamoros
https://elpais.com/sociedad/2020-06-30/confirmado-el-primer-caso-de-coronavirus-en-el-mayor-campamento-de-migrantes-en-la-frontera-de-mexico-y-ee-uu.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/02/us-investigate-remain-mexico-program
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2020-04-09/trump-cites-coronavirus-expel-migrants-at-border
https://www.propublica.org/article/leaked-border-patrol-memo-tells-agents-to-send-migrants-back-immediately-ignoring-asylum-law
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/cbp-enforcement-statistics/title-8-and-title-42-statistics
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/us-ramps-up-mass-expulsions-migrants-border-crossings-rise-coronavirus-restrictions/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/unaccompanied-migrant-children-trump-expulsion-border-policy/
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/hamedaleaziz/judge-blocks-deportation-of-honduran-boy
https://www.eluniversal.com.mx/estados/abandonan-en-frontera-sur-480-migrantes
https://theintercept.com/2020/05/11/coronavirus-migrants-mexico/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/04/us-suspend-deportations-during-pandemic
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/04/us-suspend-deportations-during-pandemic
https://www.ice.gov/coronavirus
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/04/us-suspend-deportations-during-pandemic
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-04-20/deportee-linked-to-coronavirus-outbreak-at-migrant-shelter-in-mexico
https://proceso.hn/migrantes/1-migrantes/suman-23-mil-los-hondurenos-deportados-entre-ellos-mas-de-2-mil-400-menores.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/world/us-deportees-go-through-disinfection-tunnel-in-mexico/2020/04/22/ca5107c0-1b5c-41e4-9d93-9cbbbea27cd2_video.html
https://www.inm.gob.mx/gobmx/word/index.php/tema-migratorio-230430/
https://guerrero.quadratin.com.mx/hay-muchos-que-estan-viajando-de-eu-a-guerrero-alerta-migrante/
https://www.jornada.com.mx/ultimas/politica/2020/04/16/rechazan-a-migrantes-provenientes-de-eu-tras-huir-del-covid-19-3613.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-fails-to-prevent-deportation-of-migrants-infected-with-covid-19-guatemalan-officials-say-11593023095
https://apnews.com/a5768802c1f416041108b6d13d2bba8e
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/18/opinion/trump-immigration-covid19-deportations.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/18/opinion/trump-immigration-covid19-deportations.html
https://www.eluniversal.com.mx/cartera/economia/remesas-inmunes-crisis-de-covid-19-dice-bbva-mexico
https://www.eluniversal.com.mx/cartera/economia/remesas-inmunes-crisis-de-covid-19-dice-bbva-mexico
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Extracontinental mixed migration flows 

Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, multiple groups of African (including from Angola, Ivory Coast, 
Ghana, Congo, and other countries, according to the press reports cited below), Haitian, Cuban, and South 
Asian people on the move traveling toward the U.S. have been stopped or delayed by border closures 
throughout South and Central America. 

In Colombia, some 300 refugees and migrants have been stuck in Necoclí, on the northern Caribbean 
coast, since March, when the population of Capurganá, on the border with Panama, closed its seaport due 
to fears of coronavirus contagion from the Darien Gap.  

As for Panama, about 1,700 migrants were stuck in La Peñita, near the Darien Gap, by mid-April. Previously, 
the Panamanian government had transferred between 50 and 100 migrants north daily to the Costa 
Rican border under the so-called ‘Controlled Flow’ program, in cooperation with the government of the 
neighbouring state, but that program was halted in mid-March due to the pandemic. By the end of May—
following an Inter-American Court resolution on May 26 requiring authorities to reduce overcrowding in its 
Darién reception centers—Panamanian authorities announced their intention to transfer the 1,900 waiting 
refugees and migrants to its northern border with Costa Rica. The Costa Rican government, however, 
announced that it would not receive those persons, as Nicaragua had closed its border and they would 
not be able to leave Costa Rica. In June, it was also reported that Panama had isolated about 200 African, 
Cuban, and Haitian refugees and migrants in precarious conditions in Lajas Blancas, Darién, after 90 tested 
positive for COVID-19, while hundreds of people on the move remained confined in a shelter in Gualaca, in 
the northern Chiriqui province.

Costa Rica, for its part, closed and began to militarize its porous border with Nicaragua (and with Panama) 
as early as April, in light of the pandemic. At the end of June, some 26 Haitians were left temporarily in 
limbo when Costa Rica refused to permit them entry, and Panama refused to accept them back onto its 
territory; this, in a context in which people on the move are seeking to escape overcrowded Panamanian 
shelters.

In June, Honduran media reported a new ‘caravan’ of approximately 300 African and Haitian refugees and 
migrants leaving from the Choluteca department, near the border with Nicaragua; the group had been 
stuck in southern Honduras since March amid border closures in Honduras, El Salvador, and Guatemala. 
Some 100 of them were stopped and medically screened days later in Santa Ana, Honduras. As of June 
18, a group had departed from El Paraíso, Honduras; Honduran officials emphasized that there was no 
‘humanitarian corridor’ to ensure their passage to the United States and that national borders remained 
closed. 

Migration control efforts also continue in Guatemala; in mid-June, a trailer carrying 15 Cubans was stopped 
near the border with Honduras and the driver arrested for smuggling. 

https://www.elcolombiano.com/antioquia/migrantes-varados-en-necocli-protestan-y-piden-traslado-a-panama-MF13258620
https://ticotimes.net/2020/04/20/migrants-traveling-to-u-s-stranded-in-the-panamanian-jungle-now-face-covid-19
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/en-espanol/noticias/story/2020-04-17/panama-busca-resolver-situacion-de-migrantes-en-darien
https://www.infobae.com/america/agencias/2020/05/31/panama-busca-llevar-a-costa-rica-migrantes-irregulares-varados-por-la-covid-19/
http://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/medidas/velez_se_01.pdf
https://www.laestrella.com.pa/nacional/200527/corteidh-panama-debe-adoptar-medidas-garantizar-salud-migrantes-tiempos-pandemia
https://www.france24.com/es/20200611-los-mas-vulnerables-panama-migrantes-confinados-darien
https://www.tvn-2.com/nacionales/Migrantes-llevan-confinados-albergue-Gualaca_0_5604939498.html
https://vozdeguanacaste.com/la-frontera-que-nunca-existio/
https://elpais.com/internacional/2020-04-12/costa-rica-refuerza-su-frontera-mientras-ve-con-temor-la-politica-sanitaria-de-nicaragua.html
https://andina.pe/agencia/noticia-migrantes-haitianos-quedan-el-limbo-tras-ser-rechazados-panama-y-costa-rica-802867.aspx
https://www.infobae.com/america/agencias/2020/06/02/inmigrantes-africanos-y-haitianos-marchan-en-caravana-por-honduras-hacia-eeuu-2/
https://es-us.noticias.yahoo.com/salir-áfrica-parir-honduras-perder-200500194.html
https://www.latribuna.hn/2020/06/04/resguardados-migrantes-caribenos-y-africanos-pernoctan-en-santa-ana/
https://proceso.hn/migrantes/1-migrantes/migrantes-haitianos-cubanos-y-africanos-abandonan-albergue-temporal-de-el-paraiso.html
https://proceso.hn/migrantes/1-migrantes/migrantes-haitianos-cubanos-y-africanos-abandonan-albergue-temporal-de-el-paraiso.html
https://www.diariolasamericas.com/america-latina/rescatan-guatemala-15-migrantes-cubanos-hacinados-un-camion-n4201155
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In northern Mexico, African populations stuck in situations of involuntary immobility have grown, as 
prospective migrants and asylum-seekers in the U.S. are left on the Mexican side of the border in metering 
processes or under the ‘Remain in Mexico’ policy; recent estimates suggest some 600 African refugees and 
migrants are living in Reynosa (on the border with McAllen, Texas). Some of them are among the thousands 
of Africans who were given stateless status by Mexican migration authorities in Tapachula in 2019, and 
who are now living in northern Mexico.

Additionally, the COVID-19 pandemic has also made visible how African refugees and migrants, whose 
immigration and work authorization status is usually precarious, and who often suffer discrimination 
and xenophobia, are particularly affected across the continent. For example, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
Senegalese and other African migrants denounced their precarious immigration, housing and labor status 
(as street vendors) during the pandemic.

https://www.elmanana.com/mantienen-africanos-liderato-de-migrantes-buscan-sustento-migrantes/5106764
https://www.elmanana.com/mantienen-africanos-liderato-de-migrantes-buscan-sustento-migrantes/5106764
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/269154-la-pandemia-nos-dejo-sin-nada
https://www.infobae.com/america/agencias/2020/06/08/migrantes-africanos-sufren-hacinamiento-pobreza-y-abusos-en-norte-de-mexico/
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/269154-la-pandemia-nos-dejo-sin-nada
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Thematic Focus: Refugee and Migrant 
Returns to Countries of Origin during 
COVID-19 Pandemic

Across the Americas, refugees and migrants have been returning to their countries of origin during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, both voluntarily and involuntarily, amid conditions of increased precarity. These 
returns are most clearly and evidently linked to job loss, eviction, and lack of minimum living conditions in 
places of destination. Faced with homelessness and deprivation, refugees and migrants choose to return 
to be with family, and to live in homes they will not be evicted from. 

Returns to Venezuela 

In the case of Venezuela, where at least 75,000 refugees and migrants have returned to date from across 
South America, the decision to return appears to often be driven by a combination of fear of illness and 
death far from home, and untenable circumstances in their countries of destination as income loss—
frequently in the informal sector—leads to eviction and hunger. In this regard, some returning Venezuelans 
have mentioned plans to migrate again to Colombia as soon as July or August, indicating the central role 
that temporary economic conditions play in the decisions to return. Likewise, one survey found that just 
one third of respondents had received any kind of assistance during the pandemic, most frequently from a 
national government or an NGO, while 86 percent of respondents indicated additional immediate needs, 
evidencing a gap between available aid and total need during the pandemic.

As a consequence, an Inter-American Development Bank study suggests that as many as 330,000 of the 
1.7 million Venezuelans living in Colombia prior to the crisis could return to Venezuela, and projects that 
remittances to the country will fall about 30 percent.

As Venezuelans seek to return to their country, they have found themselves stuck at various points along the 
route in temporary camps, sometimes hindered by authorities from advancing. As of June, homelessness 
is high and Venezuelans stranded on the border and throughout Colombia have begun to create informal 
camps as they await aid to return to Venezuela. Restrictions on daily entries to Venezuela have strained 
shelter capacity in Cúcuta and left hundreds of refugees and migrants stranded along the border. Colombian 
authorities have indicated that restrictions on travel out of urban areas across the country are intended to 
prevent further straining border cities’ resources.

Serious concerns about quarantine conditions for returnees, who are required to quarantine in crowded 
shelters on arrival in Venezuela without adequate food, water, or sanitation, persist. 

Likewise, drivers of migration from Venezuela such as lack of adequate access to food and healthcare, 
insecurity and violence have not disappeared, and the situation may be worsening while the pandemic is 
ongoing, raising questions about the sustainability of return.

https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/democraciaabierta/mobility-immobility-latin-american-migrants-trapped-amid-covid-19/
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/en-espanol/noticias/story/2020-06-11/ap-fotos-migrantes-venezolanos-hacen-largo-viaje-de-regreso
https://www.pri.org/stories/2020-06-17/options-dwindle-venezuelan-migrants-across-latin-america-during-pandemic
https://r4v.info/es/documents/download/76031
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/28/846945447/thousands-of-migrants-head-back-to-venezuela-to-flee-colombias-covid-19-lockdown
https://lasillavacia.com/colombia-se-lava-las-manos-retorno-los-venezolanos-76978
http://www.mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/108_covid_snapshot_LAC-1.pdf
https://www.iadb.org/es/noticias/estudio-del-bid-estima-un-retorno-sustantivo-de-migrantes-venezuela-por-covid-19
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/06/venezuelan-migrants-stranded-border-colombia-closed-200606104105795.html
https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/otras-ciudades/coronavirus-hoy-migrantes-venezolanos-siguen-saliendo-del-pais-por-la-guajira-493296
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/06/venezuelan-migrants-stranded-border-colombia-closed-200606104105795.html
https://www.latinousa.org/2020/06/04/strandedvzla/
https://caracol.com.co/emisora/2020/06/03/cucuta/1591203398_691351.html
https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/otras-ciudades/crisis-en-la-frontera-de-cucuta-por-represamiento-de-migrantes-venezolanos-502812
https://www.eltiempo.com/politica/gobierno/la-grave-situacion-de-los-migrantes-en-colombia-492798
https://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/restringen-ingreso-de-migrantes-venezolanos-a-su-pais/675846
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/apr/16/venezuelans-returning-squalid-quarantine-migrants
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-venezuela-migrants/venezuelan-migrants-quarantined-in-crowded-shelters-as-they-return-home-idUSKBN21P361
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-venezuela-migrants/venezuelan-migrants-quarantined-in-crowded-shelters-as-they-return-home-idUSKBN21P361
https://www.internal-displacement.org/expert-opinion/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-the-venezuelan-displacement-crisis
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Returns to Mexico and Central America 

While the most reported returns to Mexico and Central America during the pandemic have been 
deportations, both from the U.S. and from Mexico, there are indications that some migrants are voluntarily 
returning—and certainly refraining from migrating at this time. As in the case of Venezuela, these returns 
seem to be linked to a lack of work, food, and shelter to sustain life in places of transit or destination. 

Groups of Central Americans reportedly “voluntarily” returned to Central America from Mexico at the 
beginning of the pandemic, some after being released from Mexican immigration detention centers and 
finding themselves stranded in southern Mexico. While repatriation was an important demand of Central 
American migrants and refugees in Mexican detention centers at the beginning of the pandemic, however, 
it is not evident that the manner in which these returns ultimately occurred was truly voluntary. 

Border closures in Central America make regular return for Central Americans stranded in Mexican shelters 
impossible in the absence of action by Central American consulates, leaving migrants with few viable 
options. In May, a migrant shelter in southern Mexico reported seeing “reverse” flows returning to Central 
America; the shelter director suggested that the only migrants successfully reaching their destinations are 
traveling with smugglers. 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/04/us-suspend-deportations-during-pandemic
https://www.voanews.com/americas/covid-slows-central-america-us-migration
https://www.voanews.com/americas/covid-slows-central-america-us-migration
https://www.voanews.com/americas/covid-slows-central-america-us-migration
https://www.lamarea.com/2020/05/26/los-llevan-o-los-quemamos-el-dramatico-retorno-de-los-migrantes-a-sus-comunidades/
https://www.efe.com/efe/america/mexico/un-muerto-y-cuatro-heridos-en-motin-estacion-migratoria-del-sur-de-mexico/50000545-4211139
https://www.animalpolitico.com/2020/05/migrantes-varados-mexico-pandemia-pagan-coyote-regresar-pais/
https://www.animalpolitico.com/2020/05/migrantes-varados-mexico-pandemia-pagan-coyote-regresar-pais/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/04/world/americas/coronavirus-migrants.html
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Highlighted New Research and Reports

A Crisis Within a Crisis: Venezuela and COVID-19

Wilson Center | May 2020
This report analyzes the humanitarian crisis that preceded the coronavirus 
pandemic in Venezuela to show why the country is so vulnerable to the disease, 
providing an overview of the government’s response and the lack of adequate 
access to food and healthcare in the country. The report then discusses the 
situation of Venezuelan refugees and migrants in other countries of the region. 
Each section concludes with an analysis of the international response to the 
crisis and provides recommendations for improving that response.

Venezuelan Children: Between a Rock and a 
Hard Place

World Vision | June 2020
This study draws on more than 350 surveys with Venezuelan children across 
South America to understand their living conditions during the COVID-19 
pandemic. It finds that 25 percent of them live in informal settlements, and 25 
percent are separated from both parents at this time. It highlights, among other 
things, the difficulties created by loss of income during the pandemic; evictions, 
tied to the inability to pay rents; family separation; and the diverse factors that 
lead family groups to choose to return to Venezuela.

One Year after the U.S.-Mexico Agreement: 
Reshaping Mexico’s Migration Policies

Migration Policy Institute| June 2020
This report reviews the impact of migration policies adopted by Mexico after 
a June 2019 agreement to increase migration enforcement in order to avoid 
the imposition of tariffs by the U.S., including the deployment of Mexico’s 
National Guard to curb migration and the expansion of the ‘Remain in Mexico’ 
policy across its northern border. Mexico saw detentions and deportations 
rise significantly, and saw asylum applications more than double from 2018 

to 2019. Continuing and intensifying challenges include the precarious conditions many migrants face in 
‘Remain in Mexico’ and the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.






A Crisis Within a Crisis: Venezuela and COVID-19 
By Oriana Van Praag with Cynthia J. Arnson 

The coronavirus pandemic has wreaked havoc around the globe, taking its toll in 
human lives and lost economic activity. The extent of the damage, however, depends 
on multiple factors—political leadership, health infrastructure, and underlying social 
and economic conditions. Viruses thrive in the context of poverty and inequality, where 
dire living conditions make large segments of the population vulnerable to disease and 
healthcare and social services are inadequate or practically non-existent. Latin America 
may well be one of the regions most affected by the pandemic. Governments in the 
region spend an annual average of $949 on healthcare per capita, an amount lower 
than the average for countries in the Middle East and North Africa and almost four 
times less than the average for OECD member countries. The prevalence of hunger, 
overcrowding, and unsanitary living conditions in poor neighborhoods make them 
fertile grounds for the spread of disease. The majority of Latin Americans cannot adopt 
the preventive measures that have become a staple in wealthier countries, such as 
working from home and practicing social distancing. More than half of the regional 
workforce is informal and most workers rely on their daily earnings to survive.


Photo credits: Typical colonial house from downtown Maracaibo, 
Venezuela: Wikimedia Commons- Wilfredor, March 23, 2013
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Executive Summary

In June 2019, following months of heightened 
Central American migration through Mexico to the 
U.S. border that strained relations between the two 
countries, the U.S. and Mexican governments signed 
a migration collaboration agreement. This agree-
ment marked the beginning of a new era in the 
development of Mexico’s immigration enforcement 
and humanitarian protection systems. To avert the 
imposition of tariffs on Mexican goods threatened 
by U.S. President Donald Trump, the administration 
of Andrés Manuel López Obrador agreed to deploy 
its recently created National Guard to combat irregu-
lar migration; accepted the expansion of the Migrant 
Protection Protocols (MPP, also known as Remain in 
Mexico) along the entirety of the U.S.-Mexico border; 
and pledged to increase collaboration with the Unit-
ed States to disrupt migrant-smuggling networks. In 
turn, the Trump administration agreed to expedite 
asylum processing for migrants waiting in Mexico 
under MPP and to address the conditions driving 
migration by investing in economic development 
efforts in southern Mexico and Central America. 

Within 90 days of implementation, irregular mi-
gration at the U.S.-Mexico border and throughout 
Mexico sharply decreased, meeting the agreement’s 
primary objective. By the end of September 2019, 
the Mexican government had reportedly deployed 
25,000 National Guard troops to assist in migration 

enforcement, apprehended 81,000 migrants, and 
returned 62,000 to their countries of origin. Mexi-
can authorities also received 39,000 migrants from 
the United States under MPP, who would remain in 
Mexico pending the resolution of their U.S. asylum 
cases—more than four times the number transferred 
during the five months between the launch of MPP 
in January 2019 and the agreement’s signing in 
June. Thus, while the López Obrador administration’s 
initial focus upon taking office was on creating legal 
pathways to facilitate orderly migration, U.S. pres-
sure to meet the terms of the agreement prompted 
an abrupt shift to an enforcement-first approach.

This agreement marked the beginning 
of a new era in the development of 
Mexico’s immigration enforcement 
and humanitarian protection systems. 

Heightened Mexican enforcement combined with 
U.S. unilateral policies designed to narrow access 
to asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border have increased 
demand for humanitarian protection within Mexico. 
Asylum requests more than doubled, from 30,000 
in 2018 to 71,000 in 2019, with most filed in the 
summer months during the peak of enforcement ac-
tions. In response, the Mexican government doubled 
the operating budget of Mexico’s Refugee Commis-
sion (COMAR) for 2020 and set the goal of tripling its 
staff by Fall 2020. 

One Year after the U.S.-Mexico Agreement 
Reshaping Mexico’s Migration Policies

JUNE 2020

BY ARIEL G. RUIZ SOTO
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www.migrationpolicy.org
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https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/A Crisis Within a Crisis_Venezuela and COVID-19 %281%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Nin%CC%83ez venezolana Covid19 Ingle%CC%81s Web_FINAL.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Nin%CC%83ez venezolana Covid19 Ingle%CC%81s Web_FINAL.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Nin%CC%83ez venezolana Covid19 Ingle%CC%81s Web_FINAL.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/one-year-us-mexico-agreement
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/one-year-us-mexico-agreement
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/A%20Crisis%20Within%20a%20Crisis_Venezuela%20and%20COVID-19%20%281%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Nin%CC%83ez%20venezolana%20Covid19%20Ingle%CC%81s%20Web_FINAL.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/one-year-us-mexico-agreement
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Situation of Venezuelan Refugees and migrants 
in Bolivia

Organization of American States | April 2020
This report is based on a March visit by an OAS delegation to Bolivia, which 
currently hosts about 10,000 Venezuelan refugees and migrants. It suggests 
that although Bolivia has taken positive steps recently toward regularization of 
Venezuelans and removal of barriers, such as fines for irregular entry, important 
challenges remain to ensure regularization and non-discrimination in Bolivia.

Deportation with a Layover: Failure of Protection 
under the U.S.-Guatemala Asylum Cooperative 
Agreement

Human Rights Watch/Refugees International | May 2020
This report indicates that the U.S.-Guatemala “Asylum Cooperative Agreement” 
(Safe Third Country agreement) has been implemented in a way that effectively 
compels transferees to abandon their refugee claims on arrival in Guatemala, 
through harsh detention conditions and due process violations, including 
lack of access to a lawyer in U.S. detention, and inadequate processing and 

information upon arrival in Guatemala. Once in Guatemala, transferees were given 72 hours to determine 
whether to apply for asylum in Guatemala; only about two percent of the nearly 1,000 transferees to date 
have opted to pursue this path. Implementation of the U.S.-Guatemala ACA was suspended on March 16, 
2020, due to COVID-19.

Migrantes de Otro Mundo (“Migrants from 
Another World”)

Animal Político et al. | May 2020
This large-scale reporting project among several Latin American media outlets 
represents a significant effort to understand the migration routes of so-called 
“extracontinental” refugees and migrants across the Americas as well as the 
smuggling networks that facilitate them.

INFORME
Situación de los 
migrantes y refugiados
venezolanos en 
Bolivia

Oficina de la Secretaría General para la Crisis de Migrantes 
y Refugiados Venezolanos | ABRIL 2020

DEPORTATION WITH A LAYOVER 
Failure of Protection under the US-Guatemala Asylum Cooperative Agreement

H U M A N  

R I G H T S  

W A T C H 

http://www.oas.org/documents/spa/press/Informe-situacion-migrantes-refugiados-venezolanos-en-Bolivia.pdf
http://www.oas.org/documents/spa/press/Informe-situacion-migrantes-refugiados-venezolanos-en-Bolivia.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/05/19/deportation-layover/failure-protection-under-us-guatemala-asylum-cooperative
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/05/19/deportation-layover/failure-protection-under-us-guatemala-asylum-cooperative
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/05/19/deportation-layover/failure-protection-under-us-guatemala-asylum-cooperative
https://www.animalpolitico.com/migrantes-de-otro-mundo/
https://www.animalpolitico.com/migrantes-de-otro-mundo/
http://www.oas.org/documents/spa/press/Informe-situacion-migrantes-refugiados-venezolanos-en-Bolivia.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/05/19/deportation-layover/failure-protection-under-us-guatemala-asylum-cooperative
https://www.animalpolitico.com/migrantes-de-otro-mundo/


The MMC is a global network consisting of seven regional 
hubs and a central unit in Geneva engaged in data collection, 
research, analysis and policy development on mixed migration. 
The MMC is a leading source for independent and high-quality 
data, research, analysis and expertise on mixed migration. 
The MMC aims to increase understanding of mixed migration, 
to positively impact global and regional migration policies, to 
inform evidence-based protection responses for people on the 
move and to stimulate forward thinking in public and policy 
debates on mixed migration. The MMC’s overarching focus is on 
human rights and protection for all people on the move.

The MMC is part of and governed by the Danish Refugee  
Council (DRC). Global and regional MMC teams are based in 
Amman, Copenhagen, Dakar, Geneva, Nairobi, Tunis, Bogota 
and Bangkok.

For more information visit:
mixedmigration.org and follow us at @Mixed_Migration
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